2008 FREDERICKSBURG AREA TENNIS SUMMIT
February 7, 2008

Hello Everyone,
 

First, I'd like to thank those of you attending the First Annual Tennis Summit on January 18th.  I've attended more meetings than I can count, but few can match the interest, constructive feedback, and willingness to help as what I saw at this one!  You're all to be congratulated!
 

Below is a list of major items discussed and possible solutions.  I firmly believe that a final document for this summit can help guide tennis expansion, improved opportunities and collaboration in the area for years to come!

Summit Participants: 
	PARTICIPANT
	POSITION
	PARTICIPANT
	POSITION

	Larry Beard
	President, FATP
	Todd Helbling
	Head Coach, UMW Men’s Team

	Meg Bohmke
	FATP Director- Juniors
	Kim Kepcke 
	Head Coach, F’burg Academy; FATP Director - Leagues

	Bob Calloway
	Tennis Director - YMCA
	Rob Light
	Tennis Director – F’burg Country Club

	Art Canizares
	F’burg Parks & Rec.; Asst. Coach UMW Women
	Don Paitrick
	Tennis Director – UMW Tennis Center

	Patrick Catullo
	Head Coach, UMW Women’s Team
	Dennis Rapkins
	Community Leader – FATP member

	Ray Gunnell
	Sports Supervisor, F’burg Parks & Rec. Dept.
	George Christoferatos, in absentia
	Community Leader – FATP member


Build and Maintain a Master Schedule:  Patrick Catullo suggested and there was unanimous agreement that a Master Schedule of all community tennis events be developed and maintained.  Such a master schedule can help reduce/eliminate duplication of events, offer more efficient and effective scheduling and targeting of the many and varied events, and greatly assist the tennis community in finding the type of tennis they desire.  Larry Beard offered that the FATP, with it's website, could handle this responsibility.  The group agreed that FATP would do this.  Ray Gunnell suggested that Google Calendar might be a good program to use for the calendar.  We'll research this suggestion.
 

Junior Tennis:    Junior tennis was the subject of the day.  Most participants had events for juniors, and 2007 saw a huge increase in tennis events for juniors.  It was discussed that there is a lack of longer-term tennis opportunities for middle school, 12-16 year olds, and the very advanced juniors.  Most programs were geared to age 11 and under children, while high school players had their teams to play with and prepare for.  There are no middle school tennis programs, and the group recognized that many of the kids in this age group chose sports supported by the schools, i.e., soccer, field hockey, football, basketball, etc. due to a lack of tennis opportunities.  Structured, continuous tennis programs during the school year don't exist to any extent, as compared to those with the Richmond Tennis Assn.  
 

Discussion:
 

*  Don Paitrick suggested that Junior Team Tennis could play an important role in longer term programs for middle schoolers & high schoolers.  Programs could be developed for fall, winter and spring months, ages 13-17, but it would take some very committed adults to manage such a league.  Don is also an authority on USTA's Community Tennis Association, of which the FATP is the local CTA representative, and offered to meet with FATP members to pursue CTA activities.
 

* After listening to much discussion, Todd Helbling identified what he thought was the major shortcoming for tennis growth in the area, which is the lack of a large tennis facility.  Such a site could be the centralized facility that tennis programs can be built around.  This lack of infrastructure directly affects the number of tennis teaching professionals in the area, which Todd feels could support 20 or more such professionals.  The current shortage of tennis pros can be attributed to the lack of  a centralized facility available for use at most times, time conflicts for current pros, most of whom are also directing programs for their respective facilities and/or clientele, or conflicts with their personal employment.
 

*  In absentia, George Christoferatos agreed with the shortage of both a major tennis facility and the lack of tennis programs for 12-16 year olds in the area.  As an individual and working with others, George plans to hold 10-15 Level 5 USTA tournaments for 2008, and weekly clinics for the 12-16 age groups.

*  Larry Beard initiated discussion on the possibility of a High School Invitational tournament for area high school teams.  While interest was certainly expressed by others, this hinges on the FATP volunteers being able to pull such an event together.
 

Adults:  FATP, the YMCA, UMW Tennis Center and the Fredericksburg Parks and Recreation Dept. deliver most of the adult tennis events, but discussion was limited due to the interest in junior programs and a lack of time.  FATP will continue with virtually all adult activities it does annually, such as tournaments, leagues, ladders, socials, etc.  Demand for public tennis courts continues to increase, making access for such events more problematic.  Todd suggested that FATP and UMW could sponsor an Adult/Family Tournament during the summer.
 

Tennis Facilities:  Ray Gunnell reported that the Memorial (Kenmore) Park court re-surfacing item has survived the first budget cuts from City Council. There are additional cuts made throughout the process, and we do hope that this item continues through to the final, approved budget.  Ray also mentioned that new windscreens would be put up once springtime arrives. 
 

Ray also commented that the joint Fredericksburg-Stafford Parks Authority still exists, however the maintenance and reservation of Pratt Park has now transitioned to Stafford Parks and Recreation.  This remark was in response to Larry Beard’s question about the existence of a protocol between the area’s county Parks & Rec. Depts. and the city to “jointly support” a major tennis facility that would benefit all areas as a tennis “magnet”.
 

 Other:   
· Ray Gunnell also commented that “The Summit, if held regularly, I feel could really benefit the area's tennis community; and I look forward to seeing the many great things that can be accomplished as everyone works together.” 

· It was suggested that FATP have it’s website placed in the Free Lance-Star “Upcoming Events” as a community service/notice, and work to keep it there to ensure public access to all scheduled events.

· It was also recommended that the UMW Tennis and Fredericksburg Parks and Recreation Dept. websites be added as links on the FATP site.
Respectfully submitted,

 

Larry Beard

President

FATP

540-752-6034
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